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What we do 

Vision
Exemplary pediatric education

Mission
To ensure the health and well-being of all children, we lead 
the advancement of pediatric medical education, the 
development of a sustainable and diverse workforce, the 
cultivation of an inclusive learning environment, and 
promotion of educational innovation
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202 Residency Programs
Over 800 Fellowship Programs

4,120 individual members
•Program Directors (Residency and Fellowship)
•Associate Program Directors
•Vice Chairs of Education
•DIO’s 
•Coordinators
•Chief Residents
•Other Educators, Faculty 

PEDIATRIC
PROGRAMS

MEMBERS

Membership in APPD  
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Our Focus in APPD: 
Supporting Programs! 

Confronting 
Racism 

Research and 
Scholarship 

Curriculum 
Development 

Residency + 
Fellowship 

Recruitment 

Leadership 
Development 



APPD 2023 Annual Fall Meeting

Board of Directors

APPD LEARN
(Advisory 

Committee) 

SPIN

PRIME 

Regions
(Council of 

Region Chairs) 

Mid-America

Mid-Atlantic

Midwest
 

New York

Northeast
 

Southeast

Southwest 

Western 

Learning 
Communities

(Council of LCs)

Special Project 
Grants

Executive 
Committees

Program 
Directors

Fellowship 
Program 
Directors

 
Associate 
Program 
Directors

Coordinators

Chief Residents

Vice Chairs of 
Education

Leadership 
Development

FPD, PD, 
Coordinators

(LEAD, LEAPES)

UIM
(FUEL, AIMS, 

UIM Chief 
Residents’ 
Collective)

Mentoring 

APPD LESSON
(Advisory 

Committee)
Meetings 

Fall Meeting

Spring Meeting

Forum for 
Fellowship 

Leaders

Virtual Cafes

Action Teams 

Residency 
Recruitment

Fellowship 
Recruitment

Confronting 
Racism

AMSPDC 
Workforce

National 
Initiatives

ACGME Equity 
Matters

AMSPDC 
Workforce 
Initiative

Communication
s

APPD Pages in 
APA Journal

Communications 
Committee

Liaisons

OPDA
COPS
FOPO
COPE
PAS

ACGME
ABP 

Assessment
Behavioral & Mental 

Health 
Community Health & 

Advocacy 
Curriculum

Educational Technology
Faculty & Professional 

Development 
Healthcare Simulation

LGTBQA+
Global Health

Quality Improvement / 
Patient Safety (QIPS)

Research & Scholarship
UIM MISSION DRIVEN – MEMBER FOCUSED 

APPD Leadership Structure 
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Ross Myers
Board Member At-Large

Patricia Poitevien 
APPD President

Megan Aylor
APPD President Elect

Michael Weisgerber
APPD Secretary/ 

Treasurer

Laura Degnon, CAE
Executive Director

Tyree Winters 
Board Member At-Large

Becky Blankenburg
APPD Past President 

Aisha Barber
Board Member At-Large

Meet Your APPD Board! 
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Executive Committees
Associate Program Directors’ Executive 
Committee
Sarah Hilgenberg, MD – Chair
Suzanne Reed, MD, FAAP – Chair Elect
Mollie Grow, MD, MPH – Past Chair
Alissa Darden, MD, FAAP
Duncan Henry, MD
Lynn Thoreson, DO

Fellowship Directors’ Executive Committee
Meredith Bone, MD  – Chair
Hayley Gans, MD – Chair Elect 
Jennifer Duncan, MD – Past Chair
Lindsay Johnston, MD, MEd
YoungNa Lee-Kim, MD, MEd, FAAP
Melissa Tavarez, MD

Coordinators’ Executive Committee
Cassandra Shorter, BS – Chair
Tina Cochran, C-TAGME – Chair Elect 
Francisco Hernandez, BAHSA, MBAHM – Past Chair
Gretchen Shawver, BS
Kiley Alpert, C-TAGME
Adriene Cunningham, BS

Chief Residents’ Executive Committee
Melissa Rubin, MD – Chair
Vidya Menon, MD – Vice Chair
Hannah Estes, MD – Secretary
Richa Gupta, MD
Chantel Johnson, MD
Dean Phillips, MD
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Executive Committees

Program Directors Executive Committee
Margaret (Meg) McNamara, MD – Chair 
Elizabeth Nelsen, MD – Past Chair 
Alan Chin, MD
Rebecca Wallihan, MD
Daniel Sklansky, MD
Caren Gellin, MD

Vice Chairs of Education
Mike Dell, MD  – Chair 
Steve Barone, MD – Past Chair
Katherine Mason, MD
Maria Catallozzi, MD, MSCE
Pnina Weiss, MD
Catherine Shubkin, MD
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Ways to Get Involved in APPD

Volunteering for 
Leadership 
Positions

Virtual Cafes Learning 
Communities Regions 

Mentoring 
Programs Curriculum Special Project 

Grants 
LEARN and SPIN 

Research Networks

Research and 
Scholarship – 

Surveys to 
Membership 

In-Person APPD 
Spring and Fall 

Meetings 

APPD Connect – 
Join Several Online 

Communities 
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Learning Communities (12!)

Assessment Behavioral and 
Mental Health

Community Health 
and Advocacy 

Training
Curriculum

Educational 
Technology 

Faculty and 
Professional 

Development

Healthcare 
Simulation in 

Pediatrics
LGBTQA+

Pediatric Global 
Health Educators

Quality 
Improvement 
Patient Safety 

(QIPS)

Research and 
Scholarship

Underrepresented 
in Medicine
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Regions

Be Part of 
Your Region!
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Action Teams

Confronting 
Racism 

Residency 
Recruitment 

Fellowship 
Recruitment 
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AIMS Call for Applications Open 
Apply Today! 

Deadline for Applications 
November 9, 2023
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APPD FUEL 
(Fostering UIM Education Leadership) 

Faculty Mentoring Program

Call for Applications Open
Deadline: November 9, 2023
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Rebecca 
Swan, MD, 

Chair

Vanderbilt 
University

Leadership in Educational Academic 
Development

Marsha 
Anderson, MD

University of 
Colorado

Bruce Herman, 
MD

University of 
Utah

Alisa 
McQueen, MD

University of 
Chicago

Richard Mink, 
MD, MACM

Harbor-UCLA 
Medical 
Center Robert Vinci, 

MD

Boston 
Medical 
Center

Ingrid Walker-
Descartes, 
MD, MPH, 

MBA
Maimonides 

Medical 
Center/Infants 

& Children's 
Hospital of 
Brooklyn

LEAD Council Members / Faculty
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Interested in developing pediatric 
academic-leaders and furthering the 

mission of the APPD?

This Leadership Opportunity may be for you!
 

LEAD is recruiting 2 Council Members this year

 Application opens
late September/early October!

*prior LEAD participation not required

APPD LEAD Council
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Leadership Empowerment for Advancing
Pediatric Education Specialists

Melissa Bales, 

C-TAGME

Indiana University 
School of Medicine

Michelle Brooks 

Stanford 
University

Carrie Johnson

Stanford 
University

Patricia 
Poitevien, MD, 

MSc

Warren Alpert 
Medical 
School at 

Brown 
University

Tyree Winters, 
DO

Atlantic 
Health/Goryeb 

Children's 
Hospital

Laura Degnon, 
CAE

Executive Director
APPD

LEAPES Council Members

Jodi Leonard,
C-TAGME

Oregon Health 
& Science 
University 
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SMERFS: 
Supporting Medical Education 

Fellow Scholars 
 Program that provides pediatric subspecialty 

fellows with instruction about scholarship and 
mentoring of a medical education research 
project. 

 Allows for project development, collection of 
data, data analysis, presentation of the project 
and publication

 Call for Mentors Now Open! Visit QR Code for 
more info. 

 Call for Fellow Applications opens late fall.
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APPD LESSON is an exciting new APPD program 
created to assist members in creating 
robust online curricula for Pediatrics.
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New Coordinator Onboarding 
Curriculum Now Available! 
• For new Pediatric residency and fellowship educational 

specialists.
• Ideal for those within <1 year of employment
• If interested, use QR Code to sign up! Or send to your new 

coordinators! 

Curriculum Leaders: 
Carrie Johnson, MBA
Samantha Kang
Twinkle Patel, MPA
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Mental Behavioral Health:  
Online Curriculum for Trainees

• If interested in our Depression pilot launch, please 
sign up your program.

Curriculum Leaders: 
Elizabeth M. Chawla, MD
Kenya McNeal-Trice, MD
Sue E. Poynter, MD, MEd
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LGBTQIA+ Online Curriculum 
for Trainees
• If interested in being one of the first programs contacted at 

pilot and launch, sign up here:

Curriculum Leaders:
Brian Lurie, MD
Lauren Roth, MD
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Save the Date! 
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Chief Resident 
2024 Spring Meeting 

Save-the-Dates
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LEGACY – April 15, 2024

Curriculum designed around the 
unique professional 

development needs of 
rising Pediatric Chief Residents!

Registration opens January 2024.
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Chief Resident Forum – April 16, 2024

For rising and current/graduating 
chief residents!

Opportunity for poster and 
platform presentations

Registration opens January 2024
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Thank You! 

Next Up:

Program Organization 101: Basics of 
Day-to-Day Program Leadership 
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