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Coordinator 15 and Overview

• 1993
• 20 coordinators attended and found success in networking at a 

privately run conference 

• 1996
• The logo for the APPD was just being developed, New RRC 

requirements were being readied for implementation and Dr. Carol 
Berkowitz was President of APPD. 

• Dr. Berkowitz suggested the PC’s be given their own section and the 
“Coordinator 15” became the first Coordinator Steering Committee 
and the originators of our APPD Coordinator Section.

• 1997 
• Presentation by Ms. Jeri Whitten to Program Directors at Spring 

meeting in Washington DC on the merits of having coordinators as 
section members of APPD and the value of learning the same 
information alongside the program directors.  The PD’s greatly 
supported the idea. 

• Coordinators’ Executive Committee structure is finalized
• First “Coordinators’ Corner” appeared in APPD Newsletter.  



Coordinator 15 
– steering 
committee

They are (seated left to right) Pam Occhipinti –
Cleveland Clinic; Mary Brady – Emory U; June 
Dailey – Indiana U/Riley Children’s Hospital; Shirley 
Greenwood – Greenville Hospital System, SC; 
Kathy Rowe – U of Alabama, Birmingham;    
(standing left to right) Rosemary Munson – Maine 
Medical Center; Peggy McFarlane – U of 
Rochester; Lisa Skoug – U of Minnesota; Melodie 
Allison – Texas Children’s Hospital/Baylor; Cathy 
Root – St. Christopher’s in Philadelphia; Jeri 
Whitten – WVU Charleston; Cindy Liberi –
Allegheny Hospital in Pittsburgh; Iris Mai –
Harbor/UCLA Medical Center; Linda McNelis –
Children’s hospital of Philadelphia; Valarie Collins –
U of South Florida/All Children’s Hospital



A Walk-Through Time..

• 1998
• Spring Meeting in New Orleans 
• 67 coordinators attend (out of 186 in the country)
• First group listed in a Newsletter as members of the CEC
• Coordinators’ Executive Committee

• Connie Johnson Jan Minges  ( - 2001)
• Patricia Schmidt Lucy Thompson ( - 2001)

• 1999
• Spring Meeting in San Francisco
• Separate track at the meeting developed for program coordinators
• ERAS begins  
• Workshop to develop Program Coordinators’ Handbook
• Coordinators’ Executive Committee

• Connie Johnson Jan Minges  ( - 2001)
• Patricia Schmidt Lucy Thompson ( - 2001)



2000-2001

• 2000
• Spring Meeting in Boston
• 71 coordinators attend
• Coordinators propose a “Buddy” System for new coordinators
• Develop a coordinator social event at meetings
• Competencies are introduced
• Coordinators’ Executive Committee listed in Newsletter under APPD leadership!!!

2000- 2003  - newly elected members of Coordinators’ Executive Committee 
• Melodie (Parker) Allison and Aida Velez

• 2001 
• Spring Meeting in Baltimore, MD 
• 90 coordinators in attendance 
• Coordinator scholarships to support attendance at meetings proposed and 

approved - $500
• “Buddy” System established for new coordinators
• WebADS and a 2-part PIF

2001 – 2004   - newly elected members of Coordinators’ Executive Committee 
• June Dailey and Jeri Whitten



2002 & 2003

• 2002
• Spring Meeting in Baltimore 
• 100 coordinators attended
• “duty hours” begin
• Coordinators launched 4 new committees –

• Professional Development, Collaboration & Communication, Coordinators as 
Supervisors, Technology,  to go with their other committees on Membership, 
the Coordinators’ Handbook, and Meeting Planning Committee.

2002 – 2005  - newly elected members of Coordinators’ Executive Committee 
• Rosemary Munson  and Venice Polynice

• 2003
• Spring Meeting in Seattle
• Coordinator generic job description, salary scale, and a coordinator certification 

process created.
• APPD website picking up steam as a tool for information and education.

2003 – 2006  - newly elected members Coordinators’ Executive Committee
• Cindy Colpitts  and Sally Koons



2004 & 2005

• 2004
• Spring Meeting  in San Francisco
• Generic job description and salary survey completed and posted on 

APPD website
2004-2007  - newly elected members Coordinators’ Executive Committee

• Dee Burkins and Mary Gallaghar

• 2005
• Spring Meeting in Washington DC
• TAGME is official – establishing national standards and appropriate 

assessment tools for coordinator certification in Pediatrics.  
• 30 brand new coordinators attended.
• Hurricane Katrina happened
• Award established – Carol Berkowitz Award – first recipient – Jeri 

Whitten
2005 – 2008 – newly elected members of Coordinators’ Executive Committee 

• Therese D’Agostino and Vanessa Goodwin



2006 Coordinators’ 
Executive 
Committee



2006 & 2007

• 2006
• Spring Meeting  San Francisco 
• 110 coordinators attended 
• New Common Program Requirements  for Subspecialties were 

implemented in July 2006

2006-2009 newly elected members of Coordinators’ Executive 
Committee 

• Judy Behnke and Valerie Collins

• 2007
• Spring Meeting in Toronto Canada 
• TAGME - As of this year, 26 coordinators have been certified by 

TAGME with special qualifications in Pediatrics.   

2007-2010 newly elected members of Coordinators’ Executive 
Committee 

• Lorrayne Garcia  and  Marlene Keawe



2006 – Spring 



2008 & 2009

• 2008
• Spring Meeting was in Hawaii
• More emphasis on Professional Development, Task Force and its 

subcommittees

2008-2011 Newly elected members of Coordinators’ Executive Committee 
• Deb Parsons and Elizabeth Sanchez-Rocca

• 2009
• Spring Meeting in Baltimore – and it was the FIRST  Combined 

meeting with COMSEP – Council on Medical Student Education in 
Pediatrics

• Duty hours becoming bigger issue – IOM report making waves.  
• Coordinator Task Forces established/revitalized – Tools, 

Management/Supervision, and Professional Development

2009-2012 Newly elected members of Coordinators’ Executive Committee 
• Jaime Christensen (Bruse) and Avis Grainger



2008



2009



2010 & 2011

• 2010
• Spring Meeting in Chicago
• The APPD newsletter is now electronic – APPD is going green!
• The creation of CoorCom under the communications taskforce
• Here come the Pediatric Milestones and new duty hours regulations
• Jeri Whitten wins ACGME Program Coordinator Excellence Award  

2010-2013 newly elected members of Coordinators’ Executive Committee 
• Kathy Miller and Pat Jacobi

• 2011
• Spring Meeting in Miami
• 130 coordinators attend 
• 25th  anniversary of APPD

2011-2014 newly elected members of Coordinators’ Executive Committee 
• Jean Ashley and Staci Leitner



Spring 2010



Fall 2010



Fall 2011



Spring 2011



2011 - Spring

•



2012 & 2013

• 2012
• Spring Meeting in San Antonio
• NAS major topic 
• First small group of PC’s met to develop a PC specific 

development program

2012-2015 Newly elected members of Coordinators’ 
Executive Committee 

• Ambroysa Amlong and Kelley Pike

• 2013
• Spring Meeting in Nashville
• New format to Chair, Chair Elect and Immediate Past 

Chair
• Ambroysa Amlong and Kelley Pike finished terms



Spring 2012



2012 Spring Meeting in San Antonio



Fall 2012



Spring 
2013



Jeri Retires! 



Fall 2013



2014 & 2015

• 2014
• Spring Meeting in Chicago
• 2014 – 2015  newly elected CEC Chair

• Kelley Pike

• 2015
• Spring Meeting in Orlando
• First PC in the world becomes an APD (Beth Payne-

Wueste)
• Small group of PC’s continue to develop a PC specific 

development program
• 2015 – 2016  newly elected CEC Chair

• Teresa Beacham 



Spring 
2014



Fall 2015



2016
• 2016

• Spring Meeting in New Orleans
• Teresa Beacham (Past Chair, 2016-17), Charlene Larson Rotandi (Chair, 2016-17), Pamela 

Carpenter (Chair Elect, 2016-17), Rachel Laws (At-Large, 2016-17), Michelle Brooks (At-
Large, 2015-18), Amy Gaug (At-Large, 2016-19)

• 2016 CEC Chair
• Charlene Larson Rotandi

• Chair Goals Achieved:
• Engage PC community by adding section to coorCOMM that included 

message from Coordinators’ Executive Committee (CEC) and to have 
quarterly “Ask the Executive Committee (EC)” conference call sessions.

• Needs assessment of PC Community (October 19-December 2, 2016) 
• Integrated PCs into the APPD 2020 Strategic Plan—actively solicited 

nominations and recommendations for coordinator membership for 
participation in the strategic plan. 

• All CEC members participate in one or more of the task forces/learning 
communities—be point person for PCs to contact with questions

• Continue to develop the PC LEAD-like program
• Conference call with Su-Ting Li to discuss potential integration of 

PCs into LEAD program
• Decided to move forward to design a GME Administrator LEAD 

program
• Pamela Carpenter and Charlene Larson Rotandi take lead in 

designing program specifics including goals & objectives, CEC 
involved in brainstorming and development

• Berkowitz Award is updated—no longer “lifetime”, rather focuses on commitment 
and contribution to Pediatric education



Spring 2016



Fall 2016



2017 & 2018
• 2017

• Spring Meeting in Anaheim 
• Board Members: Charlene Larson Rotandi (Past Chair, 2017-18), Pamela 

Carpenter (Chair, 2017-18), Michelle Brooks (Chair Elect, 2017-18), Tammy 
Bleeker (At-Large, 2017-18), Amy Gaug (At-Large, 2016-19), Cassandra Shorter 
(2017-20)

• 2017  CEC Chair
• Pamela Carpenter 2017-2018

• 2018
• Spring Meeting in Atlanta
• Board Members: Pamela Carpenter – Past-Chair (2018-19), Michelle Brooks –

Chair (2018-19), Amy Gaug – Chair-Elect (2018-19) Tammy Bleeker – At-Large 
(2017-20), Francisco Hernandez – At-Large (2018-21), Cassandra Shorter – At-
Large (2017-20)

• 2018  CEC Chair
• Michelle Brooks 2018-2019
• Chair Goals Achieved:

• First time past chair/Chair of CEC are also co-lead of a PEG (Pamela 
on Technology PEG and Michelle as LGBTQA+. Somewhere during 
that tenure, PEGs and taskforces become Learning Communities, 
with a chair/co-chair or vice chair, instead of co-leads

• Created the Mentorship Workgroup (Previously, the CEC presided 
over Mentor Groups, which was the brainchild of Teresa Hudson 
an at-large member, before that, dyads were created under Jean 
Ashley.



Spring 2017



Fall 2017



Spring 2018



Fall 2018



2019

• 2019
• Spring Meeting in New Orleans
• Board: Michele Brooks - Past Chair (2017 - 2020), Amy Gaug -

Chair (2018-2021), Elizabeth Wueste - Chair Elect (2019-2022), 
Tammy Bleeker - At Large (2017 - 2020), Francisco Hernandez -
At Large (2018 - 2021),  Cassandra Shorter - At Large (2017 -
2022)

• 2019  CEC Chair
• Amy Gaug 2019-2020
• Chair Goals Achieved:

• LEAPES curriculum complete 
• Goals and timeline were finalized and approved 

by the APPD Board
• The first cohort applied and were chosen.

• 2020 Spring Meeting succession to Amy Gaug 
thwarted by COVID. 



2019 - Spring



Fall 2019

• 2019 FALL MEETING in Arlington, VA
• First ever PC as Keynote – Cindy Colpitts 



2020 – Virtual Year (Fall and 
Spring)

• 2020
• Spring Meeting in San Diego – CX COVID – A brave new world to all Virtual
• Board: Amy Gaug – Past Chair (2018-2021), Elizabeth Payne-Wueste - Chair (2019-2022), 

Melissa Bales – Incoming Chair (2020-2023), Francisco Hernandez - At Large (2018 - 2021),  
Cassandra Shorter - At Large (2017 - 2022), Lindsey Gurganious – At Large (2020-2023)

• 2020  CEC Chair
• Beth Wueste 2020-2021 
• Chair Goals Achieved:

• Developed an onboarding orientation and completion of term process for CEC 
members

• Updated the PC section of the APPD website
• Updated the structure and expectations for all workgroups under the PC section
• Created CEC alumni group and updated APPD history
• Promoted and Supported LEAPES
• Implemented a new member “welcome session” at both Fall and Spring meetings
• Virtual Spring meeting – set up PC/PD team tables, had PC’s host social events, set 

up a guest speaker for the grassroots section and highlighted PC scholarship 
• Designed new shirt for PC membership (Cassandra Shorter)
• Hosted a national community service event at Spring meeting (Food drive led by 

Francisco Hernandez)
• Created, prepared and hosted Virtual Cafés each week
• Developed a national recruitment project led by 30+ PC’s with the creation of a 

toolkit
• PC rep for APPD main initiatives for Anti-Racism and Recruitment taskforces
• Submitted to the ACGME for the congress invitation and attended the congress 

session 



2021 – Virtual Year 2.0 (Fall and 
Spring)
• 2021

• Spring Meeting virtual
• Board: Elizabeth Payne-Wueste – Past Chair (2019-2022), 

Melissa Bales – Chair (2020-2023), Francisco Hernandez –
Incoming Chair (2021-2024), Cassandra Shorter - At Large (2017 
- 2022), Lindsey Gurganious – At Large (2020-2023), Brooke 
Steinbrohn – At Large (2021-2024)

• 2021  CEC Chair
• Melissa Bales
• Chair Goals Achieved:

• Continue to improve communication and transparency 
between the CEC and the coordinator membership.

• Support the work groups of the APPD, including 
mentoring and communication, LEAPES, Regional 
Groups, and Learning Communities by encouraging 
coordinator participation.

• Encourage the professional development of 
coordinators via Virtual Café sessions, promotion of 
TAGME, and ELS sessions during fall & spring 
meetings.

• Promote coordinator participation and inclusion in 
APPD Bi-annual meetings, ELS sessions, Table to Able, 
and other offerings to the APPD membership.



Carol Berkowitz 
Award for 
Advocacy and 
Leadership in 
Pediatric 
Medical 
Education

• 2021: Charlene Larson Rotandi

• 2020: Kathryn Mainhart, MSEd

• 2019: Savannah Carson, PhD

• 2018: Scott Olson, BA

• 2017: Jaime Bruse, C-TAGME

• 2016: Patricia Jacobi

• 2015: Elizabeth Payne-Wueste, 
MAEd, C-TAGME

• 2014: Amelia Maeda

• 2013: Jean Ashley, MSBC, C-TAGME

• 2012: Cindy Colpitts, C-TAGME

• 2011: Cindy Gibson, C-TAGME

• 2010: Rosemary Munson, C-TAGME

• 2009: Melodie Allison, C-TAGME

• 2008: Mary Gallagher, C-TAGME

• 2007: June Dailey, C-TAGME

• 2006: Aida Velez, MEd

• 2005: Jeri L. Whitten, C-TAGME
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