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OBJECTIVES: 

• Analyze the importance of where a patient lives 
when it comes to effective care especially for 
families impacted by poverty  

• Design an education module that links 
neighborhoods with potentially health-promoting 
resources targeting residents and/or faculty as 
learners  

• Identify key stakeholders and resources necessary 
for implementation of a neighborhood-based 
education initiative at your home institution  

 



BACKGROUND POVERTY: 

• 16.1 million children nationwide living in 
poverty 

• Poverty adversely impacts health outcomes 
 

 



SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH DEFINED 

“The complex, integrated, and overlapping social structures 
and economic systems are responsible for most health 

inequities. These social structures and economic systems 
include the social environment, physical environment, health 

services, and structural and societal factors. Social 
determinants of health are shaped by the distribution of 

money, power, and resources throughout local communities, 
nations, and the world.” 

 
“The range of personal, social, economic, and environmental 
factors that influence health status are known as determinants 

of health.” 
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MASLOW’S HIERARCHY OF NEEDS 



IMPORTANCE OF ADVOCACY IN TRAINING: 

• ACGME requirements for Advocacy  

– Minimum of five educational units of ambulatory 
experiences, including elements of community 
pediatrics and child advocacy 

• LCME requires curricula content includes: 

– Societal problems, cultural competence and health 
care disparities 

– Organ system and primary care content must include 
recognition of  determinants of health, opportunities 
for health promotion and the potential impact of 
behavioral and socioeconomic factors on health 

 



IMPORTANCE OF ADVOCACY IN TRAINING: 



SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY: 

• How does your institution teach about 
poverty & advocacy? 

• What are the strengths and weakness of your 
curriculum? 

• What are the educational gaps? 

 



GEOGRAPHY IMPACTS HEALTH: 

• Neighborhoods characterized by social, economic, 
and environmental risk factors for health inequalities  

• Pediatric residents have little knowledge about such 
neighborhoods and their related risks 

 



Connection Between  Life Expectancy and 
Neighborhood 



Birth Place and Life Expectancy in the US 

Birth place and life expectancy: A look at American cities. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/features-and-articles/ Commission/resources/city-maps.html 



Birth Place and Life Expectancy in the US 









Asthma admission rates also vary by neighborhood 
9/10-8/11 

Children from RED neighborhoods: 

5x more likely to lack reliable transportation 

5x more likely to live in poverty 

7x more likely to have a depressed parent 

8x more likely to be exposed to cockroaches 



IT’S NOT JUST CHRONIC ILLNESSES… 



INDIVIDUAL REFLECTION: QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

• How knowledgeable are you of resources in your local 
neighborhood? 

• How skilled are you at tailoring anticipatory guidance 
based on family’s neighborhood? 

• To what extent is geography/neighborhood context 
taught to your learners? How it is presented? 

 



SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY: 

• Discuss your individual reflections 

• Identify the top 5 critical topics where geography can 
impact health and well-being 

• Report out these topics to large group  

 



BACKGROUND ONLINE RESOURCES: 

Basic Mapping 

Review national online resources 

• Tailored to the topics identified in prior activity,  

• Easily accessed  

• Incorporated into a clinical setting to provide specific 
anticipatory guidance based on geography 

 
 

 



BASIC MAPPING: 

• Google maps 

• Census webpages 

• Healthlandscape 

















Cincinnati Recreation Centers 



Baltimore 
 55 Neighborhood Health Profiles 

 

http://health.baltimorecity.gov/neighborhoods/neighborhood-health-profile-reports 





A GEOMEDICINE MODULE: AN EXAMPLE 

1) Select a population and setting 



A GEOMEDICINE MODULE: AN EXAMPLE 

2) Select a critical topic  



A GEOMEDICINE MODULE: AN EXAMPLE 

3) Consider how it impacts childhood health and 
well-being    



A GEOMEDICINE MODULE: AN EXAMPLE 

4) Look for background on this topic in the 
neighborhood of interest  

? 



A GEOMEDICINE MODULE: AN EXAMPLE 

5) Identify a resource that might be easily utilized in 
the clinical setting to address this critical topic 



A GEOMEDICINE MODULE: AN EXAMPLE 

6) Brainstorm an activity 



A GEOMEDICINE MODULE: AN EXAMPLE 

7) Identify key stake holders 



The Smiths 

To Do: 

 Pick up kids 

 Doctor 
Appointment  
at 2 PM 

 Grocery store 

 Pharmacy  

 



Bus Costs: 
$1.75 one way 
$0.90 for zone 
change 
$0.30 for transfer 
 
Children < 2 ride free 
 
Fare Deal ID 
 
Cincinnati State ID 

Home Address: 4123 W Liberty 
Street  

School Address: 1798 Queen 
City Avenue 

PPC Address: 3430 Burnet Ave. 
 



How long will the 
trip take via bus?  
Via car? 
  
Contingency 
Planning: 
• What if it’s a 

weekend? 
• What if it’s late 

at night?  
 
How will this apply 
to your clinic? 
 
 
 
 

This 14 minute drive takes:  
• 51 minutes on the bus 

during the daytime  
• 1 hour and 13 minutes on 

off hours 



A GEOMEDICINE MODULE: AN EXAMPLE 

1) Select a population and setting 

2) Select a critical topic  

3) Consider how it impacts childhood health and well-being    

4) Look for background on this topic in the neighborhood of 
interest  

5) Identify a resource that might be easily utilized in the 
clinical setting to address this critical topic 

6) Brainstorm an activity  

7) Identify key stake holders 



SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY: 

• Brainstorm an education module for one of your 
critical topics 



A GEOMEDICINE MODULE REVIEW: 

1) Select a population and setting 

2) Select a critical topic  

3) Consider how it impacts childhood health and well-being    

4) Look for background on this topic in the neighborhood of 
interest  

5) Identify a resource that might be easily utilized in the 
clinical setting to address this critical topic 

6) Brainstorm an activity  

7) Identify key stake holders 



LARGE GROUP REPORT OUT: 

• Share your modules with the group 

 



INDIVIDUAL REFLECTION: 

• Commit to Action 

• Please complete your evaluation 

 



QUESTIONS? 
THANK YOU! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.dhcdc.org/fundraisingbreakfast.htm&ei=FbwCVaaQNsGZgwT__oDoBw&bvm=bv.88198703,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNH_S2CZa306SGWyTzl_Kmpu4bll6A&ust=1426328873760036

